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Western Region Jazz 

      Western Region Jazz Clinic was held at 

Asheville High School. Western Region is a clinic 

where the states’ top high school jazz band students 

audition and perform for a group of peers and 

parents; RJR’s first Western Region participant 

Adam Puentes speaks about his life changing 

experience: 

      “The day I arrived in Asheville, I knew I would 

never be the same when I came home. The 

experience that I had with jazz professor and 

professional saxophonist, Steve Alford, is hard to 

put into words. My perspective of tone and how to 

approach my instrument completely changed. I use 

what I learned everyday; from the way I practice 

and play my instruments, to the way I warm up. I 

also heard amazing players while I was there. That 

really inspired me to improve as a musician. I will 

never forget my trip to Western Region Honors Jazz 

Band Clinic. It was a huge part of my journey as an 

aspring  professional musician.”  

Written by Adam Puentes c/o 2020 

 

This past marching season has been an 

important part of my life. From the beginning of 

band camp, new relationships and bonds formed 

immediately. We had fun in the stands cheering 

on the team, and just as much fun learning new 

skills; such as leadership, determination, and 

dedication.    The upcoming marching band 

show “WE LOVE THE 80’s” for the 2019-

2020 season has already sparked everyone’s 

interest! I think it’s really cool to do an 80’s 

show because everyone knows the songs and 

everyone can enjoy the show. I’m really excited 

about the Phil Collins “In The Air Tonight” 

because I feel our band can really express the 

essence of that particular song. Written by: 

Marissa Freeman c/o 2021 

     I am so excited about this coming year’s 

halftime show because I LOVE The 80s! 

Who doesn’t love neon clothes, leg warmers 

and side ponies, right?!  

 

 

 

  

 

Not only did the 80s bring us some awesome 

fashion trends, but we were lucky enough to get 

some rad musicians too! Some of my favorite 

artists will be a part of the performance such as 

Michael Jackson, Bon Jovi and Whitney 

Houston. As with many decades, fashion and 

music went hand in hand. Michael Jackson 

introduced the one handed sparkly glove, Bon 

Jovi helped mainstream the 80s hairbands and 

Whitney Houston made us all want to dance with 

somebody! And how totally awesome was the 

80s that they had MTV at a time when they 

actually played music videos! Since we can’t “go 

back to the future,” let’s revisit the 80s. You will 

be certain “to feel it in the air” where the “rhythm 

is going to get you,” if not, you can “beat it!” 

   

 

 

  

  

                               Maddie McGlockln             

 c/o 2020 
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The Jazz Café is completely immersive 

and it feels as if the music is tangible. I 

always look forward to going to the Jazz 

Café every year because it makes me 

super happy and energetic.  

The Jazz Café is unique from a normal 

band concert because we completely 

transform the band room into an actual 

jazz club or as we call it; CLUB 601. We 

set out tables, a red carpet, and we provide 

snacks. It completely changes the tone of 

the room, and it  allows for one’s mind to 

drift into a daydream of the 1950’s. 

 

 
 

RJR Band’s First African American    

Composers Concert a Huge Success  
Thank you to Mr. Phil Benenati and the E-Media class for 

the amazing artwork displayed at the concert.  

 

“The African American Composers concert 

was a huge success; it did a great job 

showcasing band music arranged and 

composed by African American composers. 

The Easton Elementary African Drummers, 

under the direction of Colin Tribby, added so 

much excitement to an already culturally rich 

experience…”  

 

Kennedy Maddox c/o 2019 

The Jazz Café this year 

was completely mind 

blowing! Every year 

I’m blown away by the 

drive and energy of the 

RJR jazz band. I never 

got into jazz as a kid, 

but once I heard the 

jazz band play at the 

first annual Jazz Café, 

I’ve been really excited 

to learn more about jazz 

history, artists, and 

style. 

 

This year we did a cross curricular collaboration with Mr. Benenati’s E-Media class 

during our first African American Composers Concert. They created and provided all the artwork 

displayed at the concert. They also used graphic design to create all of the composers performed 

during the concert including: Ayatey Shabazz, Marvis Rorie Jr. (local NC composer), Duke 

Ellington, Miles Davis, Owen Williams, and Herbie Hancock. The artwork was exhibited in the 

auditorium as the audience entered the concert hall; it really set the tone for the perfromance as 

well as provided the audience with content that would be performed for the evening. On stage, the 

Promethean had a Mentimeter. With the Mentimeter, parents and audience members were able to 

take an interactive part in the concert with their cell phones by answering the Essential Question: 

Can you name 3 African American Composer/Songwriters?    

Through the mentimeter application, the crowd could see their responses live on the 

promethean board as a word cloud. The TV also showed information about the pieces that were 

being played. The music varied in tempo and mood with modern beats within the winds and 

percussion section. “…the last piece of the night that we played was “Adventures” by Ayatey 

Shabazz. This was a fast paced song with the melodies from the saxophones and flutes. The song 

has several tempo changes until the driving finish to the end. This was one of the most challenging 

pieces that we performed. It was a unique experience to play music that we could relate to by 

composers that are still alive to interpret the meaning of their pieces...” Written By Kennedy 

Maddox, Will McBride, Isaac Moreland, and Zoe Davis 

 

 

Club 601 is Open For Business 
 

 

The Powerpoint on the Promethean 

board that described the composers of 

each song performed made it 

informative. It gave insight into the 

music and the background on how it 

was written and the purpose of each 

song.    

Marissa Freeman Class Of 2021 

RJR E-Media art work displayed at the 

African American Composers Concert. 

February 2019 

 



 

  

How do you get to Carnegie 
Hall? 

“The Experience of A Lifetime” 

 

Practice Makes Perfect 

RJR participated in the Solo and 

Ensemble MPA State Assessment 

where they earned 15  Superior 

ratings! 

 

      

“Playing at Carnegie Hall, with an international honors band, was something that I never 

thought would have been possible, until I received my acceptance letter into the Honors 

Performance Series Wind Ensemble last  Halloween.  Even then, the idea seemed surreal, 

and I found that it was hard visualizing me actually going to be a part of this esteemed 

group of talented musicians. Looking back on my experience in New York, I can now say 

that I am glad I swallowed my uncertainties, and plunged into the gig...”  

 

That weekend I spent in February 2019  provided 

me with growth as a person, and musician, for 

which I am grateful.  One influential memory I 

have of the intensive rehearsal schedule is of the 

first minutes of my entire weekend there.  Sharon 

Laverty, from the USC Thornton School of Music, 

and our clinician for the weekend, spent no time in 

rehearsing below tempo. We spent the first half of 

rehearsal relentlessly practicing Overture to 

Candide by Leonard Bernstein at performance 

tempo.  Moments like this, which occurred   

 

“ 

    

 

frequently throughout rehearsal, challenged me and 

helped me grow to be a more disciplined musician. 

Outside of rehearsal, the program kept a busy 

schedule of sight-seeing around Times Square.  I 

had a great time exploring New York City with my 

group,and  having my band director, Johnathan 

Hamiel, as our chaperone for the entire 

trip.  Spending time with my band director, and my 

new friends, is something I will genuinely cherish. 

When it was time to perform on the stage of 

Carnegie Hall, I did not worry about any particular 

passages of the music, or contemplate the best ways 

to approach a specific passage--all I could do was 

enjoy the moment with my family, who watched 

from the audience, and my new friends from around 

the world.  Isaac Cooper c/o 2019           

   
 

                               

 

 

 

 

I originally heard about Macy’s Great American Marching Band from a family friend 

who was a part of the 2016 band. Once I heard about her experience, I set my mind on 

becoming a member of their Color Guard line. I was excited to have the opportunity to 

audition to be one of the few students to represent North Carolina in this nationwide 

band. With the guidance of Mr. Hamiel, I auditioned and was accepted into the 2018 

guard line! Everyone had the same ambitions to make the 2018 performance the best 

one yet. Everyone constantly had smiles on their faces because they were doing 

something that they love and have worked so hard to accomplish.  

: 

On parade day, we were all filled with 

adrenaline, ready to perform in front 

of millions of people and to finally 

cross the Macy's star that we worked 

hard all week to accomplish.  I 

especially enjoyed looking over in a 

crowd of faces and seeing my mom 

and sister bearing the cold weather 

smiling and waving at me. Seeing 

how proud they looked made me 

overjoyed that the past seven years in 

guard has been worth it. Being a part 

of the Macy’s Great American 

Marching Band will be an experience 

I will never forget. I am beyond 

grateful for all the people who helped 

make this experience happen. 

Shalynn Slozer c/o 2019 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

“The Experience of A 

Lifetime” (cont…) 

 



 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
    “A Great Day In Harlem” photo taken 1958 by Art Kane; RJR Music Students reenactement April 2019 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Finding An Agent That’s Right For You 

      On the sidewalks in Times Square, there were  

so many people -so many things happening. But 

in Harlem, the sidewalks were clear, and people 

were not rushing anywhere. Everything felt 

relaxed while we were there…very little stress. In 

Time Square, we blended in with everyone else. 

While in Harlem, this huge group of southern 

teenagers and teachers were waltzing around 

trying to find the “National Jazz Museum.” But 

even with the massive attention grabber, nobody 

tried to stop us or were annoyed by us walking in 

their way. The way Harlem made you feel, cannot 

be done justice with words. Once our group 

arrived at the museum, we were greeted by a man 

who told us a little history about the museum and 

its contents. To the left of the main entrance, 

there was a white piano with a Duke Ellington 

composition on the built-in stand. The man 

working in the museum spoke over my shoulder 

and informed us that the piano I was looking at 

was Duke Ellington's! 

Johnathan M. Hamiel B.S.M., M.M.E. 

Director of Bands 

301 N. Hawthorne Rd 

Winston-Salem NC 27104 

We were standing five feet from the piano that 

helped spark so many ideas for one of the best, (if 

not the best), jazz and American composers ever. 

Along the walls of the museum, there were pictures 

of famous jazz greats, handwritten compositions, 

and instruments that were once used and performed 

by these legends. 

 

   The museum had a piano that we could perform 

on, along with a drum set. Eagerly, a willing piano 

student jumped on the piano and the drumset 

player hopped on the drums and music just 

erupted. The piano players were playing popular 

tunes that they knew; the kit player just started 

groovin with the piano. We all laughed, made 

music, and had fun.  

 

 

Ethan Ebert c/o 2020 –Drum Major and John 

Coltrane Essay Winner 

 

 

 

 

 

 

With the first step out of the subway, the warm feeling of the sun and the peace of not having 20 strangers rushing past you, was just a hint of 

what will happen during the rest of the time we spent in Harlem, New York . Although there was still a rush, we had to get to the “National Jazz 

Museum in Harle,” the rush that we were in did not feel like the rush we felt in Times Square. The space just felt different. I felt as if I didn’t have to be 

“on guard.” Nobody came up to us and asked for money, or tried to sell us something. Nothing like that happened. There were no huge billboards with 

flashing lights or people in costumes swindling people out of their money. The cars weren’t honking at every intersection, and people seemed just a little 

bit happier…. 

Reynold-ssance... The Harlem 

  Please contact us through: 

   Email- rjrdemonbands@gmail.com               

   Facebook- @R.J. ReynoldsMarchingBand 

   Instagram- @rjrdemonbands 

Adam Puentes c/o 2020 (Western Region Jazz 

Honoree) jamming on the Bari-Sax. 

 

Once we left the museum we went in search of 

the famous picture “A Great Day in Harlem’s” 

location. After 20 minutes of searching we finally 

found it! The little door step where THE 

legendary photo was taken! We congregated into 

a group for our photo and we were told to pose 

like we were about to make jazz history. I did. 

Then we were encouraged to feel the presence of 

greatness of this place because of what happened 

on this doorstep in Harlem in 1958. Standing 

where some of the greatest jazz musicians have 

stood before felt exhilarating to say the least. As I 

said before, words cannot do this wonderful place 

of inspriration justice. 

 

 

 


